LOUISIANA RICE RESEARCH BOARD

Minutes
LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station
June 25, 2024
_____________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERS

Alan Lawson, John Denison, Dylan Benoit, Ross Thibodeaux, 
PRESENT:
David LaCour, Dustin Watkins, Connor Popeck, Lester Cannon, Brian Wild, Michael Costello, Kim Frey, Hunter Luquette
MEMBERS

Charles Schultz, Eric Savant, Seth Brown
ABSENT:



OTHERS

Kurt Guidry, Andy Brown, Mike Salassi, Scott Soileau, Allie Shipley,
PRESENT:
Adam Famoso, Tracy Evans, Ronnie Levy, John English, Steve Linscombe, Larry Bankston
_____________________________________________________________________________
Chairman Denison called the meeting to order after the field day and an informal address. 
He asked the board to review the proposed agenda and the minutes presented. Both were emailed to the board prior to the meeting.
ACTION #1
A motion was made by Wild to accept the agenda as presented, Benoit seconded and motion carried.
ACTION #2
A motion was made my Thibodeaux to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Frey and carried.
Denison moved forward in the agenda and called on Scott Soileau and Andy Brown to give a financial report. Soileau distributed the May 31 financial statements. Soileau was working with LDAF to finalize all collections for FY24 and numbers presented were 11 of 12 months for the fiscal year. Soileau also presented a schedule of income for the previous 5 years and month by month income over that time. Brown noted collections reports and compared 11 of 12 months to the budget figures, with the board likely to come in just under budget. Brown explained budgets are based on income projections, so this wasn’t out of the ordinary. However, Brown noted refund percentages were up considerably to around 12% of total collections. The board discussed refunds and encouraged continued outreach to keep farmers contributing to the checkoff.
ACTION #3
A motion was made by Costello, seconded by Thibodeaux and carried, to receive and file the financial report.
Denison and Brown then reviewed the purpose and structure of the subcommittees of the board. Alan Lawson presented the executive committee reviewed subcommittees and would recommend keeping positions the same, but offered for members to request a change if they wished to serve differently. Brown discussed the timeline for the committees to meet and Denison educated members that these committees make recommendations to the board, but cannot take official action on behalf of the board. Brown then called for nominations for officers of the board and the subcommittees.
ACTION #4
A motion was made by Popeck, seconded by Frey and carried to approve the Officers for another term (Denison chair, Lawson Vice-chair, Thibodeaux Sec/Tres).

ACTION #5
A motion was made by Benoit, seconded by Popeck and carried to approve the committees as presented (attached) for FY25.

Dr. Adam Famoso and Brown then reminded the board they’d targeted this Summer meeting as an opportunity to discuss topics or needs for special projects for research proposals for the next budget year. Famoso briefed the board on rice production themes he and AgCenter faculty had been getting consistent calls on in the 2024 crop year. Members discussed these issues with Famoso and AgCenter faculty present. Denison then called upon the board to put forth their ideas as official requests for research proposals for the FY25 budget meeting. The following suggestions were offered and confirmed by the Board:

1. Weedy rice issues, need for more herbicide resistance traits, residual products, weed control options, and dormancy information.

2. Further research into continuous rice production and BMPs for continuous rice fields.

3. Spray drones – applicable findings and extension work on efficacy, rates, spray tips, agronomics, and feasibility of farm ownership vs. commercial applicator for hire.

4. Ratoon crop management

5. Use of starter fertilizer (effectiveness, product recommendations, biologicals, etc.)

6. Planting configuration (drill unit spacing, seeding rate)

Allie Shipley then presented a social media report. Board social media pages at time of the presentation had 631 followers, had 50,315 impressions, and 658 engagements from 69 published posts. Shipley thanked Famoso and Brown for continued coordination with faculty on content. Shipley received feedback from board members and encouragement to continue her efforts.

Dr. Mike Salassi then updated the board on the LSU AgCenter activities and personnel changes. He made note of the successful field day, advances in leveraging outside funds most recently through a partnership with Horizon Ag. Salassi explained Horizon Ag would be renting research space for their own breeder to operate on the station, but also would share breeding lines between their programs. He noted the $11M appropriated for equipment and capital improvements to be divided among research stations. $1.3M was said to be coming to rice station needs.

Dr. Guidry and Famoso also addressed the board about field day success, gave updates on rice station improvements, including near completion of the greenhouse primarily funded by Board TRQ dollars. Lab renovations were in progress. Generator was in the bidding process. The farm shop was in redesign due to budget constraints under current material costs.
Dr. Steve Linscombe then gave a USA Rice Foundation report. He noted EU-TRQ dollars had made a comeback in 2024, allowing for some additional funds. He thanked the board for their continued support of the foundation. Linscombe also made note of the USA Rice Leadership Program, the temperate rice conference, and climate smart commodities projects through USDA funds.
Brown then reviewed Ethics and other training requirements. He noted that board members should have completed their Tier 2.1 ethics report prior to May 15. He noted future sexual harassment and ethics requirements would be announced prior to their due dates at year end.

Action #6 
Dylan Benoit motioned calling for executive session to include Board members and Andy Brown. Watkins seconded.

Action #7
Benoit motioned to adjourn executive session, Costello seconded and motion carried. 
No other business was heard. No public comment was heard.

Action #8
A motion to adjourn was made by Brian Wild, seconded by Popeck and
carried.

Meeting adjourned.
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